Dear Friends,

As a dog trainer and dog training instructor I know I have a huge responsibility in helping pet dog owners with the training and behavioural modifications of their dogs. This responsibility is first and fore mostly to the owners so that they can develop a strong and valuable relationship with their dog; secondly to the dogs that they will be trained using fair and kind methods and will develop to be calm and confident dogs; and thirdly my responsibility is to society, because as domesticated animals we have enfolded them into our every day lives and it is important that they can be trusted with each other and with us.

In order for us, as individuals and us as a society to get the most out of our dogs and prevent the ever increasing ‘problem behaviours’ we, the dog trainer, the vet and the pet shop owner have to work together. We all need to promote responsible dog ownership which includes proper socialisation and training. Dog owners need to be advised about the benefits of early socialisation and training, and although there are many products available for the owner to potentially make training ‘easier’, traders must be ethical in their sales and recognise that some products and so called training products potentially produce many more problems than they solve. It is important to remember that dogs learn by association, and just as they can associate the veterinary clinic with the sharp pinch of the annual injection rather than the actual needle itself, they can also associate the punishment of a check of a chain or the shock from a collar with any other person, animal or item present at the that time.

This note is not written to cause offence, but to encourage, few of us do the job we do without at least partly doing it because we know the joys of a special relationship with a dog. I certainly wish for all owners to have that experience, and what ever I can do to promote that I will, I hope you would join with me in that- for dog owners, for dogs and for society as a whole.

Alison

